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IN CELEBRATION OF THE SANDHILL INCLUSION PROGRAM 

 

(SHIP) 

 

🚢  
 

Friends, 

 

 I never cease to be amazed at the 

professionalism of our teachers. Teachers today 

teach their subjects and create an atmosphere in 

their classrooms and in their schools where 

learning—and the technical, social, and emotional 

skills necessary to nurture and sustain learning—

are modeled, taught, and practiced. Nowhere is this 

more accurate—and more apparent— than at Sand Hill, 

where Jason Swaser is the Principal, and Rosanna 

Lampano, Rachael Carawa, and Aurora Tollestrup are 

Special Education teachers. 

 

What Is SHIP? 

 

The purpose of the SHIP is to make sure that in 

every class, every student is "Engaged and 

Challenged Every Day in Every Way." This means that 

our teachers have a backup, and your child will not 

be an outlier but will be and feel like a valued 

member of their classroom community! Our Special 

Education team is on board to provide all students 

encouragement, extra resources, and support. 

Students at the high end of the learning scale will 

receive more advanced learning sources. Students 

designated as in need of special education will 

receive the particular instruction, inspiration, 



and materials they need to meet the same basic 

standards as the other students. 

 

 

 

Why focus on Inclusion?   

 

Think of your own experience in grade school. When 

I was a kid, I fell behind in grade-school math; I 

remember having trouble with long division. I saw 

my peers and friends move ahead, and I felt 

excluded. I did not like that class; I did not like 

school and let everyone know about it. I was a 

problem. If I were a kid today and went to SAND 

HILL, my difficulties would have been spotted early 

and addressed as soon as I needed help. 

 

 

How does SHIP improve Academic Performance? 

 

Bi-weekly our students are assessed to see if they 

are where they are supposed to be relative to the 

specific skills and under- -standings as their 

classroom peers. The Teacher can adjust instruction 

to address class or individual student needs thanks 

to timely and repeated assessment. The Teacher, in 

collaboration with the Special Education 

instructor, can even provide additional or 

different, instructional content that meets the 

student where they are with challenges appropriate 

to their current abilities. 

 

How does SHIP improve Student Behavior? 

 

Our motto is to be: Respectful, Responsible, Safe, 

and Kind. And this standard holds for when the 

student is in class, in the halls, on the 

playground, or just conversing with their fellow 



students. The system we follow is called Positive 

Behavioral Interventions and Support (PBIS). The 

purpose of PBIS is to "improve behavioral and 

academic outcomes by improving school climate, 

preventing problem behavior, increasing learning 

time, promoting positive social skills, and 

delivering effective behavioral interventions and 

supports." 

 

How does SHIP improve Social-Emotional Learning? 

 
Character Strong (isn't that a great title?) is 

a Social Emotional Learning curriculum focusing 

on character traits and emotional intelligence 

skills that teach students "self-awareness, 

social awareness, self-management, relationship 

skills, and responsible decision-making." Viewed 

one way one can see these are "skills" the 

student can learn to "apply." Viewed another 

way, these are values that shape who the person 

is and will be and help them develop into 

responsible adults, employees/employers, 

neighbors, citizens, and friends. 

 

Why should you want your child to Get on board the 

SHIP? 

 

Because given the close cooperation between the 

Teacher, and the Special Education Teacher—and with 

their joint focus on the progress and challenges of 

each student—your child will benefit from a program 

tailored to their unique needs. As a result, and 

most importantly, your child's individual needs 

will be addressed without any slow-down in the 

progress of the class in achieving its learning 

goals. This means that whether your child is ahead 

or behind, they will always feel included and 



valued and have every reason to look forward to 

attending school. In addition, on board the SHIP, 

your child is personally known by his community of 

peers and teachers, encouraged, well-regarded, 

welcomed, and well-served. 
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